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In early February 1951, a construction worker enuployed at the Altentcurg (i 
51/K 27) airfield said that expansion was ce:rleted at the Fi-ld on 20 Noe 
vember 1950. Sauunion Jena (1 5¥/d 66) Firm hac the contract “or the ror: 
and emzloyed 200 to 300 laborers at tte field. The rursicy, 20 nete:s wide, 
was extended to a total length of 2,000 meters. The field tas oecuried hy 
appre.“imately 30 to 32 twin-enrine aircraft which were parked in tie open. 
Pa.chute juming was practiced fror these vlanes. The laborers , v’.o wore 
no lorrer needed at the field wore allegedly scheduled to transfer to the 
irfurte—inderslehen (" S1/J 26) airfield for constructien vork there, Tre 
sic «itp cersonnel hac alleged]; arrived in Mefurt-Dindorsleben. (1) 


2, Fron i to €:30 p.m. on 28 January, lccal fling was vracticnd by twin-enpine 
transports at the fiold. The cloud tase was about OO ~«ters. During the fly- 
ing activity a flare path and a lancine cross were svitch=d on. 4 searche 


lipht was in operation when the planes approached the field. The airfield 25X18 
25X1B war still occuried b: three squadrons of transports. ere ee 
with a trailer loaded .ith aircraft 


és) 


crates, were seen at the field. (2) 


3e A civilian laborer esployed at tre field said that the person.el at the field 
had increased b. aperoximately 00 recruits since Jantary 1951. On 19 January 
| 160 “" were ohserved marching i: s-> croups from tovn to the field. Severity 
recruits weari.¢ different service colors arrived at 7:30 p.m, on 2 Janu 
ary by express train coming from the direction of Leipzig (N 52/" 21), 
Some of therm vore pilot insignia on their epaulets. The soldie-s we-e not 
armed, but carried their duffle bags. 4n officer who led the soldiers rep rt- 
ed the un't to an air force major who was accompanied ky an MVD officer. C:, 
the morning of 23 January, two grours of about 80 men, apparently recruit: 5 
marened fron tovn to the airfield. 4ifty sercent of the soldiers wore red= 
bordered black eraulets and te other half blue service color. Each soldier 
carried a duffle bag on his shoulder. (3) 


engine trensports parked on the eastern edro of the landing field. (2) 
there wac no Slying. In early January,vhea the landing field and runway 
were packed with snow, no cleering ork was conducted, 


: lh. Between 3 and 12 February, the field was still occupied by about 30 twin 
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5. 


A trellis mast about 18 meters high was recently erected in the northeastern 
extension of the runway about 35 meters from the northernmost house in the 
Leinawald settlement, and about 150 meters laterall; from the extenced midcle 
line of the runway extension. the mast was braced at the top and in tre 
middle, No buildings were lecated near the mast. 


A coustruction foreman said that one of the tro large hangars was to he 
converted. The hanrer, now 46 x 72 meters, was to be cartitioned in the 
midcle by a wall. Cne half of the hanrar was to Ve used for recreational 
purposes, vhile the formar workshop rooms were to become czey rooms. The 
other half was to be converted into a large kitchen and mess f.. transient 
troops 

25X1B 


25X1X 


29X1B 


The fielc was only aprroached via the new highway from Klausa (I! 51/K 37). 


Between 10 a.m. and 3 pam. on 1@ February, 29 twin-engine aircraft of the 
same tyre previously observed were parked at the disperssl area on the 
eastern edge of the field. (2) the hanrars were closed. There was no fly~ 
ing. althourh the weather was clear. No tersonnel were seen on the field 
except for three patrols. The status of the field was unchmeed. 


between 23 and 25 February, 3 twin-engine aircraft were parked in two rows 
on the eastern edge of the airfield. (2) Te Soviet star was painted on the 
uprer section of the rudder assemblies ani beneath the star were twordigit 
numbers. The numbers 1h, 175 18, 2h, and 36 were observed on five ~lanzs, 
there were cyrillic letters in front cf the numbers vhich could ach he 
identified, 


ll. 


12. 


4 fracmont of a letter wis foend in the woods wast of the airfield. The 
letter wes rdcressed to Tagmut Pyotr “ykitovich of 


25X1B 
Information otained from a resident of fobitaz (i SL/% 27) included: 


a. lany new soldiers, mostly “ongols, allececly arrived et the field by 
truck on kh and 5 Feoruary. (3) they vere restricted to quarters. 4 
colonel wes the commander of the fiuld. Two ofitears! kitchens and 
six EM kitchens with messes alleredly existed at the ficld. 


b, Hicht jet firhters arrived in Paditz (N 51/K 37) on 17 febrvary. The air- 
craft, fuselares and wings, were hauled to the field on flatbed trailers, 
+o date, no jet fighters have ‘cen ol-sa ved at the field. (6) 


c. At neon on 19 February, varschste jurns were rade from 17 tyin-enrine 


aircraft stationed at the ficld, About 12 te 15 soldiers alleredly 
jumped from each cline. Some of t'e soldicrs had two -rrac utes. 


eno: m foramony, fire NBUTOTATS ONT 
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130 “ sipn reading "This road {s passa’ le oly as far as the cut-off to "ilchwits 
(N 51/K 37)" was observed on the road leading from Muensa (i 51/K 37) across 
the airfield. There wis a guarded barrier on the same rosd further e-st just 

before the officers' houses. ” fiet.) peth, recentiy macadanized and leadi:g 
from \ilehwits to the east, was apparently to serve as a by=pass road. The 


approach ro:d to the field ran from Klausa just west cf! the standard-caure 
spur track, 


ly. The old south secti'n of the runway is covered with asphalt anc is at-out 800 
to 1,000 meters long. The new section is covered vith concrete and is apr roximate= 
ly 600 to 800 metevs long. The runway is ahout 70 to BO reters wide. Lecal 
residents said that the runway was to be extended by 600 to 800 meters to the 
northeast, (7) lreliminar; work for the ceenstruction had allegedly been done 
by construction vorxers of Sanunion-South Firm who were teansferred to Erfurt 
around Hoverter 1950, (1) A hut, with a mast arc a rind sock, wes seen in the 
extension of te runway ¢ 


15. Hight serieunderpreund containers and three c 
seen in the fuel durn at the side of the 
from three railroad tark cars on 2h Febru 
were filled in the fuel dump and then m 


ontainers on concrete bases were 
spur track. The erntainers were filled 
ary. Cn 25 February, tro tank trucks 
oved to the aircraft to refuel ther, (8) 


29X1A 


Comments , 


he information on the construction completed is correct. the scheduled construction 


‘n the Hrfurt-cindersleben airfield was :reviously reported ty other sources, 
it hes not been knovn that the work force scheduled for constructicn at tie 
trfurteBindersleben airfield was rreviously employed at Altenburr. 

(2) Tr@ airfield ig occupied by an air trans.ert regincent eq.ipped vith LI=2s. 

(3) The information from tuo Sources thay soldiers arrived at the field is received 
for tie first time, The tyne of personnel is unknown, but it is believed that 
tre soldiers belong to army and air force units. It is ecrsiderad possible 
that: te rersonnel were transferred to Altenburg either for parachute training 


or for the orraniaation of a ner air force unit. 


(L) The rotor vehicle nurbers belong to the air transnort rerirent, 
(5) 
\ 


reported for the first tire, is believed to belong te an a‘: 


force 
unit, 


(6) The arrival of Jet aircraft is reported for the first tine. This information 


is possible since another source reverted in paragran’ 2@ that aircraft crates 
arrived at the ficld, Trerefore, it is rossible that a jet aircraft unit ray 
he tae: ferred to Altenburr or that such a anit may be organized there. In 
this con setion an element of tin Frounc unit which is assicned to tie fighter 
revirent stati-ned in Crandenburrefriest is reportedly to be transferrad to 
Altenburg. 


(7) The alleped extension of te rumiay has not been confirned by other sources. 
(8) The capacity of tie fuel duro has not been deterrined, 
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